
CONTACT: Betsy Dubovsky at 718-697-2831 or dubovsky@thestatenislandfoundation.org
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
The Staten Island Foundation Announces Contingency Planning and Community Building Workshops for Staten Island Not-for-Profits
Staten Island, March 23, 2009 – The Staten Island Foundation will offer a series of four monthly breakfast meetings called Contingency Planning and Community Building for Staten Island Not-for-Profit Organizations.  

“Deciding What’s Core to Your Mission,” the first in the series of free workshops for nonprofit managers, staff and board members will be presented by Community Resource Exchange (CRE) at Mt. Manresa at 8:30 a.m. on Wednesday, March 25th. 
The schedule for the remainder of the series is as follows:

Tuesday, April 21 - Collaboration

Friday, May 22 - Developing Budget Scenarios & Sharing Strategies for Cost-Cutting

Friday, June 19 - Preserving the Talent: Human Resource Issues during Tough Times


The series was developed from the feedback and suggestions of a January Town Hall Meeting attended by 55 Staten Island organizations  and sponsored by The Staten Island Foundation, Richmond County Savings Foundation and Northfield Bank Foundation in cooperation with the Staten Island Not-for-Profit Association.  Continuing to meet, network and dialogue during these difficult times was expressed as important by many of the organizations who attended the January Town Hall. 


In addition to content designed to address critical issues, the format will allow sufficient time to talk with colleagues about areas of mutual concern.  Participant response and input will guide the next steps together.

Betsy Dubovsky, Executive Director of The Staten Island Foundation, emphasized ongoing efforts through its grants to provide managers, staff and board members of nonprofit organizations with training and professional development.  As an example, The Staten Island Foundation board of directors has allocated over $2 million for literacy coaching and professional development of public and catholic school teachers in the past two years.  “We would be delighted to see all groups serving Staten Island adults and children reach a level of excellence that this community can be known for,” she said.  “In addition, our local organizations have the unique ability to work together closely to make sure Islanders receive needed services at this time when more needs to be done with less.”

Since its founding in 1997, The Staten Island Foundation has granted $38 million to local organizations for the benefit of Staten Island residents in the areas of education, health and human services and the arts.  For applications, guidelines or information about attending upcoming workshops call 718-697-2831.   
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