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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
The Staten Island Foundation Announces Emergency Core Support Matching Grants 

 For Staten Island Not-for-Profits in Human Services, Health & Arts
As its Education Initiative Continues
May 25, 2009 – The Staten Island Foundation Chairman Allan Weissglass and Executive Director Betsy Dubovsky announced that the foundation Board of Directors has approved $750,000 in Emergency Matching Core Support grants for Staten Island not-for-profits working in the areas of health and human services and the arts.  It is estimated that 30 groups will receive $25,000 grants that will be a two for one match of funds raised.  $12,500 would need to be raised for the maximum grant.

According to Ms. Dubovsky, “The Foundation has established a special fund to help address the emergency financial needs that have arisen for some of our grantee organizations as a result of the current economic downturn. In keeping with our mission to improve the quality of life on Staten Island, particularly for those least-advantaged, we will make grants to Staten Island non-profits to provide needed services to residents of Staten Island.” 

The Staten Island Foundation Board of Directors has approved total giving of $2.5 million for fiscal year 2009/2010 beginning July 1.  Education funding will be $1 million, health and human services will be $1 million and giving to arts will be $500,000.  Of the $1 million in education funding, $750,000 will cover grants to public and nonpublic elementary schools through the foundation’s Children’s Literacy Project for professional development of teachers in literacy.

In addition to the new emergency funding initiative, The Foundation has been assisting local nonprofits through a series of breakfast workshops called Contingency Planning and Community Building for Staten Island Not-for-Profit Organizations.   The final topic to be covered is – “Preserving the Talent: Human Resource Issues during Tough Times.”  It will be held on Friday, June 19 at Mount Manresa at 8:30 a.m.

The series was developed from the feedback and suggestions of a January Town Hall Meeting facilitated by Community Resource Exchange and attended by 55 Staten Island organizations and initiated by The Staten Island Foundation.  Continuing to meet, network and dialogue during these difficult times was expressed as important by many of the organizations who attended the January Town Hall. 


Since its founding in 1997, The Staten Island Foundation has granted over $38 million to local organizations for the benefit of Staten Island residents in the areas of education, health and human services, civic and community,  and the arts.  For applications, guidelines or information about attending upcoming workshops call 718-697-2831 or visit the website www.thestatenislandfoundation.org  .  The Foundation has now instituted online submission of funding applications. 
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