
CONTACT: Betsy Dubovsky at 718-697-2831 or dubovsky@thestatenislandfoundation.org
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
The Staten Island Foundation Awards Emergency Core Support Matching Grants 

July 21 2009 – The Staten Island Foundation presented $170,000 in emergency grants to 34 organizations on July 16 at a celebration reception at the Kelleher Center at St. John’s University.  Preliminary checks of $5,000 were given toward the two-to-one matching grants which are expected to total $560,000 when the funding program concludes on June 30, 2010.  

In May, Foundation Chairman Allan Weissglass and Executive Director Betsy Dubovsky announced that the Board of Directors had allocated up to $750,000 in funding for core support for Staten Island not-for-profits working in the areas of health and human services and the arts.  
According to Ms. Dubovsky, “While the Foundation has experienced a reduction in its assets, we are following up on our commitment made at January’s Town Hall to listen to our constituents needs and respond as best we can. We understand that core support offers the greatest assistance and helps Staten Island non-profits continue much-needed services to Staten Island residents. We’ve also responded to our constituents’ suggestion that a matching grant encourages greater involvement throughout the organization in fundraising efforts.” 

Foundation grantee organizations approved for funding are:  Alice Austen House, American Cancer Society, American Red Cross, A Very Special Place, Community Health Action, Council of Arts and Humanities of Staten Island, Council of Jewish Organizations (COJO), El Centro del Immigrante, Jacques Marchais Museum of Tibetan Art,  Jewish Community Center of Staten Island, Korean American Senior Citizens Association, Legal Services NYC Staten Island, Musical Chairs Chamber Ensemble, Noble Maritime Collection, PaxRich, Police Athletic League, Project Hospitality,  Richmond County Orchestra, Richmond Senior Services, Riverside Opera, St. Edwards Food Pantry, Stapleton UAME Church Food Pantry, Snug Harbor Cultural Center, Staten Island Council of Boy Scouts of America, Staten Island Children’s Museum, Staten Island Heart Society, Staten Island Mental Health Society, Staten Island Museum, Staten Island YMCA, Sundog Theater, Universal Temple of the Arts, Visiting Nurse Association of Staten Island and Where 2 Turn.


Additional foundation assistance to Staten Island nonprofits through the downturn has included a sponsored series of breakfast workshops called Contingency Planning and Community Building for Staten Island Not-for-Profit Organizations presented by Community Resource Exchange.   The series was developed from the feedback and suggestions of a January Town Hall Meeting attended by 55 Staten Island organizations.  In addition to core support, continuing to meet, network and dialogue during these difficult times was expressed as important by many of the participating organizations. 


Since its founding in 1997, The Staten Island Foundation has granted over $38 million to local organizations for the benefit of Staten Island residents in the areas of education, health and human services, civic and community,  and the arts.  The foundation supports 60 local elementary schools through its Children’s Literacy Program to provide professional development for teachers.

For foundation grant application information call 718-697-2831 or visit the website at www.thestatenislandfoundation.org  
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