
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: Betsy Dubovsky at 718-697-2831 or dubovsky@thestatenislandfoundation.org
The Staten Island Foundation Announces an Outcomes Funding Framework
Workshops to be Held for Island Nonprofits

Staten Island, November 6, 2007 –   The Staten Island Foundation is sponsoring Outcomes Workshops for Staten Island nonprofit organizations on Wednesday, November 14, 2007 in the Kelleher Center on the Staten Island campus of St. John’s University.  These workshops serve to formally announce The Staten Island Foundation’s adoption of an outcomes funding approach as it moves from funder to investor in results for Staten Island. 

This new approach comes at an exciting time. On December 16, 2007, The Staten Island Foundation will complete its first decade of service to the community. There is much to celebrate that has been accomplished with over $31 million in giving. As The Foundation begins its second decade, it continues to grow and currently has over $96 million in assets.  According to Foundation Executive Director Betsy Dubovsky, “We’re celebrating and we also see there is much we can change together with Staten Island’s nonprofits as we all learn where to apply our efforts for the best outcomes for Staten Island.” 


The workshops will be led by John A. LaRocca, Vice President of the Rensselaerville Institute. The Institute has been a leader in assisting funders and non-profits to set targets, verify results and observe the measurable outcomes of their success. Their strategies help groups recognize their accomplishments rather than focusing on their activities. Mr. LaRocca will provide, in a ½-day workshop, an overview of how to set targets and track progress. 


Some organizations are familiar with the approach through contracts with other funding sources. Others will have the opportunity to learn about the outcomes funding approach at the workshop.  All were encouraged to attend. Participants were asked to come with a specific project in mind. Anyone wanting to get a head start has been encouraged to see the web site for Rensselaerville Institute (www.rinstitute.org).


Each organization could send 2 representatives particularly its Executive Director and Development Officer. To date almost 150 individuals representing 98 organizations have registered for either of the two ½-day workshops offered on November 14th: a morning session 9:00 a.m. to noon or an afternoon session 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Since the Foundation was established by Staten Island Savings Bank in 1997, it has focused on improving education, human services and the arts through financial support of, and collaboration with grantees, and building the capacity of local organizations to better fulfill their missions. To learn more about The Staten Island Foundation and for applications and guidelines see the foundation’s website: www.thestatenislandfoundation.org.  For information about attending the workshops call 718-697-2831.
###
