
CONTACT: Betsy Dubovsky at 718-697-2831 or dubovsky@thestatenislandfoundation.org
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
The Staten Island Foundation Announces New Board Leadership
Allan Weissglass to Succeed Harry Doherty as Chairman and President
Staten Island, April 22, 2008 –  At its April board meeting this morning, the directors of The Staten Island Foundation elected Allan Weissglass, Chairman and President, to fill out the term of Harry Doherty, who established the foundation while Chairman of Staten Island Savings Bank in 1997.

Mr. Doherty, who succumbed to ALS this past February, is credited with the foundation’s legacy of charitable giving to local not-for-profit organizations.  Foundation assets have more than quadrupled in ten years and total grants giving is now approaching $35 million to more than 750 organizations in ten years. 

Mr. Weissglass, formerly the Vice President of the Foundation, is the retired Chairman of Magruder Color Company and a well known Staten Island community leader.  In addition to his business skills, Mr. Weissglass brings experience in philanthropy and an understanding of the not-for-profit community.  His current board affiliations include the Jewish Community Center, Richmond University Medical Center, Staten Island Academy and the Metropolitan Museum of Art.  He is a past chairman of Snug Harbor Cultural Center and is a member of the Mayor’s Commission for Cultural Arts.  He has been honored numerous times for community leadership and service. 

Mr. Weissglass stated, “Harry Doherty was a terrific leader for the foundation.  The board and I look forward to continuing the important work that we have been doing to improve the quality of life Staten Island.”

The mission of the Staten Island Foundation is to improve the quality of life on Staten Island, particularly for the least advantaged, with a focus on improving education, human services and the arts.  Strategies to accomplish the mission include financial support; providing leadership for the community; collaboration with grantees, funders, and other entities; and building the capacity of local organizations to better fulfill their missions.   


The foundation has recently put more emphasis on education as a priority for its giving.  It is about to begin the process for a second year of grants to local public elementary schools.  Currently, the $1 million initiative is providing 39 schools with grants for teacher development in literacy.  To learn more about The Staten Island Foundation and for applications and guidelines for its grants visit the Foundation’s website:  www.thestatenislandfoundation.org.  
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